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Jordan Cove Energy Project 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline 



Oregon LNG 

Oregon Pipeline 
Company 



Western Region Natural Gas Pipeline Network 

Source:  U.S. Energy Information Administration 



Southwest Region Natural Gas Pipeline Network 

Source:  U.S. Energy Information Administration 



NGA and EPAct 

•  Exclusive federal jurisdiction 
 
•  “Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity” from FERC required 
 
•  Certificate accords holder with 
power of eminent domain 
 
•  Mandatory “pre-filing” process for 
pipelines related to LNG export or 
import 
 
•  FERC scheduling, consolidated 
schedule, and judicial review 
 
 



Preservation of a Delegated State Role 

Coastal Zone Management Act 
Clean Water Act 

Clean Air Act 



CZMA Consistency 
Applicant makes consistency 
determination 

DLCD reviews for concurrence 

Secretary of Commerce can 
override State objection 

Secretary’s decision 
reviewable under APA 



The Oregon Pipeline Company Saga 

Clatsop County 
Hearings Officer 

Clatsop County Board of 
Commissioners 

Land Use Board of 
Appeals 

Clatsop County Circuit 
Court 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals 

Oregon Supreme Court 

Land use application: 10/9/09 

8/23/10 approval; 
Both sides appeal 

11/8/10 
approval; 
Appealed 
by 
opponents 

3 new Commissioners 
on 1/12/11 

Decision 
withdrawn 
1/12/11 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus by OPC 3/4/11  

Alternative writ; 
vacated 3/18/11 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus by OPC 3/21/11  

Decision on Reconsideration (Denial) 
10/16/13 
Appealed by OPC 

LUBA Decision 
6/27/14 
Appealed by both 
sides 

Peremptory writ issued 
by Supreme Court 
3/29/14 

Writ dismissed 6/6/11;  
OPC appeals 

Ct. of Appeals 
affirms, 
10/24/12 
Supreme 
Court denies 
review 
3/28/13 



Trains 



Source:  Sightline Institute 
http://daily.sightline.org/2013/11/14/us-oil-train-trends-four-
basic-pictures/ 



Refineries and Crude Oil Pipelines 
Source:  EIA 



Lynchburg, Virginia:  April 2014  

Aliceville, Alabama:  November 2013 

Casselton, North Dakota: December 2013 



• Interstate Commerce Commission Termination 
Act of 1995 (49 U.S.C. §§ 10101 – 11908) 
– Establishes Surface Transportation Board (STB) 
– Gives the STB exclusive jurisdiction over 

transportation by rail carrier 
– “Common carrier” duty: 
“A rail carrier providing transportation or service 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Board under this 
part shall provide the transportation service on 
reasonable request.” 

 



The DOT-111 Tank Car:  “A Pepsi Can on Wheels” 



By the Numbers 

228,000 DOT-111 cars 

92,000 carry flammable liquids 

14,000 Built to Latest Standards 



National Transportation Safety Board 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (USDOT) 

Federal Railroad Administration 
(USDOT) 

American Association of Railroads 



PHMSA Proposed Rules 
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